FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE
SEASIDE, CA – November 30, 2017

17 APPLICANTS COMPETE FOR CANNABIS USE PERMITS AT CITY OF SESIDE
For More Information:
Lesley Milton-Rerig, Public Affairs Officer/City Clerk
Phone: 831.899.6707 Email: lmilton@ci.seaside.ca.us
In September of 2017, Seaside passed regulations allowing the sale, distribution and
cultivation of medical and adult use cannabis at a limited number of locations in the City. The
Ordinance allowed for a 30 day application period and the deadline for Cannabis Use Permit
applications was Tuesday, November 21st. The City of Seaside received 17 applications for
permits which will ultimately only be granted at three locations.
Staff has been working diligently to review over 2,000 pages over the holiday weekend and
scored each applicant according to a scoring matrix in the ordinance. Scoring criteria
included evaluating business plans, safety plans as well as neighborhood compatibility and
community benefits. These “initial” scores are now available online.
Also allowed by the ordinance, is a period to encourage applicants to “amend and combine”
their applications with other applicants, in order to make their applications stronger. The
deadline for any applicants pursuing this option is tomorrow (Friday) at noon. In addition, all
principal applicants are required to take a cannabis expertise test.
The top six applications will be recommended to the Planning Commission during the
December 4th, 2017 public hearing starting at 5:00 PM in the City Council Chambers at 440
Harcourt Avenue, Seaside, CA 93955. Applications approved by the Planning Commission
will be recommended to the City Council for approval during a Public Hearing on December
28th. The public is welcome to attend or submit their comments in writing prior to the
meeting.
The City has dedicated to streamlining the process in order to meet the State deadline of
January 1, 2018, which would delay the ability to grant permits by approximately 6 to 12
months. Although the process is streamlined, the City is still committed to transparency and
will comply with all mandatory noticing. As of tomorrow, December 1, all applications will be
made available to the public online at our website www.ci.seaside.ca.us.
Any questions can be referred to Gloria Stearns at gstearns@ci.seaside.ca.us, or to Kurt
Overmeyer at kovermeyer@ci.seaside.ca.us.
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