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INTRODUCTION
The Conservation/Open Space Element describes the relationship between those living
and working in Seaside and the natural environment. The City of Seaside is situated adjacent to the Pacific Ocean along the Monterey
Peninsula. The surrounding hillsides provide a
backdrop for the City and offer scenic views
of Monterey Bay and the peninsula. Coastal
dunes and the Laguna Grande/Roberts Lake
environment also provide a unique identity to
the City. Although the central core of Seaside
is primarily developed, open space and natural resources in the northern and eastern portion of the community include chaparral,
coastal sage scrub, and coastal live oak. This
open space provides aesthetic value, and
once cleared of hazards associated with past
military use, will provide additional recreational opportunities.

resources and managed production of resources, as well as open space maintained for
public health and safety reasons. This last
category of open space is addressed in more
detail in the Safety Element.
While air quality is not a State-mandated element, the 2000 Air Quality Management Plan
for the Monterey Bay Region (AQMP) requires air quality to be addressed in General
Plans. Air quality is included as a component
of the Conservation/Open Space Element in
order to fulfill AQMP requirements. The purpose of the air quality component is to identify ways to reduce pollutant levels associated
with stationary, mobile, and energy consumption sources. In addition, this Element provides an action plan for the provision and
maintenance of parks and recreational facilities in Seaside.

PURPOSE OF THE CONSERVATION/OPEN
SPACE ELEMENT

SCOPE AND CONTENT OF THE
TION/OPEN SPACE ELEMENT

The Seaside Conservation/Open Space Element meets the State requirements for the
Conservation and Open Space Elements as
defined in Sections 65302(d) and 65301(e) of
the Government Code, respectively. According to these requirements, the Conservation
Element must contain goals and policies to
protect and maintain natural resources such
as water, soils, wildlife and minerals, and prevent wasteful resource exploitation, degradation and destruction. The Open Space Element must contain goals and policies to manage open space areas including undeveloped
lands and environmentally constrained areas.
Specifically, the Open Space Element must
address several open space categories such
as those used for the preservation of natural
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CONSERVA-

The focus of this Conservation/Open Space
Element is the protection and enhancement
of natural resources to ensure a high quality
living and recreational environment in Seaside
for years to come. Resources addressed in
this Element include: 1) Parks, Recreation, and
Trails; 2) Water Supply and Conservation; 3)
Water Quality; 4) Biological Resources; 5)
Cultural Resources; 6) Air Quality; 7) Energy
Supply and Conservation; and 8) Preservation
of Night Skies.

RELATED PLANS AND PROGRAMS
There are a number of existing plans and programs that relate directly to the Conserva-
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tion/Open Space Element. These plans and
programs have been enacted through federal,
State and local action, and are administered
by agencies and special districts. Federal laws
pertaining to the protection of significant resources include the Endangered Species Act
of 1973 and the National Environmental Policy Act. These and other related plans and
programs are described below.

Federally listed species are most likely to occur within riparian habitat areas in the City’s
floodplains. ESA Section 9 forbids specified
acts that directly or indirectly harm listed species. Section 9 also prohibits “taking” any
species of wildlife or fish listed as endangered.
These restrictions apply to all federal agencies
and all persons subject to United States jurisdiction.

California Environmental Quality Act

U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service and California
Department of Fish and Game

The California Environmental Quality Act
(CEQA) was adopted by the State legislature
in response to a public mandate for thorough
environmental analysis of projects impacting
the environment. The provisions of the law
and environmental review procedures are
described in the CEQA statutes and CEQA
Guidelines. CEQA will continue to be instrumental in ensuring that the environmental impacts associated with local development projects are appropriately assessed and mitigated.

Both the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service
(USFWS) and California Department of Fish
and Game (CDFG) have regulations to protect wildlife resources. Special permits are
required for the alteration, dredging, or any
activity in a lake or stream, as well as other
activities that may affect fish and game habitat. Both agencies also regulate impacts to
sensitive plant and animal species. Future
development in Seaside that has the potential
to affect wildlife habitat will be subject to the
regulations of both of these agencies.

California Endangered Species Act
National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA)
The California Endangered Species Act (CESA)
(Fish & Game Code §§2050, et. seq.) generally parallels the main provisions of the Federal Endangered Species Act and is administered by the California Department of Fish
and Game (CDFG). CESA prohibits the “taking” of listed species except as otherwise provided in State law. Any future development
or redevelopment in Seaside that has the potential to affect sensitive wildlife will be subject to the restrictions contained in the CESA.

The National Environmental Policy Act of
1969 (NEPA) is considered to be the basic
"National Charter" for protection of the environment. NEPA requires that, to the extent
possible, the policies, regulations, and laws of
the federal government be interpreted and
administered in accordance with the protection goals of the law. It also requires federal
agencies to use an interdisciplinary approach
in planning and decision-making for actions
that impact the environment. Finally, NEPA
requires the preparation of an EIS on all major
federal actions significantly affecting the human environment. The EIS is similar to the
EIR required by CEQA.

Federal Endangered Species Act
The federal Endangered Species Act (ESA),
administered by the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service, applies to federally listed species and
habitat occupied by federally listed species.

Seaside General Plan
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National Pollutant Discharge Elimination
System (NPDES)

tus, Willows, Cottonwood, and Poplar). Any
tree removed must be replaced with a species
and at a location approved by the Board of
Architectural Review (BAR) or other appropriate authority.

Under the NPDES storm water permit issued
to the County of Monterey and the City of
Seaside as a co-permitee, all development
and significant redevelopment must be implemented with runoff pollution control
measures known as Best Management Practices (BMPs). Proposed development projects
(both public and private) within Seaside must
incorporate structural and non-structural
BMPs to preclude significant water quality
impacts from non-point source pollutants.

Local Coastal Program
Implementation of Seaside’s certified Local
Coastal Program protects natural features
within the beachfront areas in the City, including the Laguna Grand/Roberts Lake Areas.
Habitat Management Plan

California Water Code Sections 1091010915

Due to the quantity and diversity of unique
habitat and special-status species at the former Fort Ord, an installation-wide multispecies Habitat Management Plan (HMP) was
developed, which establishes guidelines for
the conservation and management of wildlife
and plant species and habitats that depend on
the former Fort Ord land for survival. A conceptual conservation area and corridor system has been developed to define the minimum area necessary to preserve HMP species populations and habitats according to
known ecological principals and the known
biological resource definitions at the former
Fort Ord.

Sections 10910-10915 of the California Water
Code identify consultation, noticing, and water assessment and provision requirements for
proposed projects meeting the specific criteria identified in Sections 10910 and 10913 of
the Code. The City must consult with local
and regional water agencies to assess
whether the water demand associated with
the project is included in the agency’s most
recent Urban Water Management Plan and
whether existing supplies can meet the project’s demand for water. Based on the entire
record, the City shall determine within an EIR
whether projected water supplies available
during normal, single-dry, and multiple-dry
water years will be sufficient to satisfy the
demands of the proposed project, in addition
to existing and planned future uses.

Parks, Recreation and Community Services
Plan
The City is preparing a Parks, Recreation and
Community Services Plan to provide a comprehensive assessment of existing and future
parks, recreation, and community service facilities needs for Seaside. The Plan will contain an analysis of current and estimated future demand for these facilities by community
residents and, also, the management and operations needed to maintain these facilities.

Tree Ordinance
The Tree Ordinance prohibits the removal of
any tree on private property in the City without a permit. The ordinance also contains a
list of trees which may not be planted without
a permit (including Monterey Pine, Monterey
Cypress, Coast Redwood, Blue Gum Eucalyp-

Seaside General Plan

COS-3

August 2004

CONSERVATION/
OPEN SPACE ELEMENT

2000 Air Quality Management Plan for the
Monterey Bay Region

of parks and open space areas as well as water resources.

The 2000 Air Quality Management Plan for
the Monterey Bay Region mandates a variety
of measures to reduce traffic congestion and
improve air quality. These measures include
the requirement that each jurisdiction develop
an air quality component within its General
Plan.

The Safety Element relates to the Conservation/Open Space Element in that it identifies
hazard-prone areas such as floodplains, potentially unstable hillside areas, wildfires, and
seismic hazard areas that should be conserved as open space.

RELATIONSHIP TO OTHER GENERAL PLAN
ELEMENTS
The Conservation/Open Space Element must
be consistent with the other General Plan
elements and all elements of the General Plan
are interrelated to a degree. Certain goals
and policies of each element may also address issues that are the primary subjects of
other elements. The integration of overlapping issues throughout the General Plan elements provides a strong basis for the implementation of plans and programs and
achievement of community goals. The Conservation/Open Space Element most closely
relates to the Land Use and Safety Elements.
The Land Use Element provides a planned
land use pattern with the following general
land use designation categories: Residential,
Commercial, Public/Institutional, Parks and
Open Space and Special. The three specific
Parks and Open Space designations (Parks
and Open Space, Habitat Management, and
Recreational Commercial) are applied to public and private lands that are intended for
conservation, open space, and recreational
uses. These designations are typically applied
to areas that have an abundance of natural
resources, visual resources and/or public
safety concerns. The Land Use Element also
plans for the conservation and management

Seaside General Plan
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PLAN
The City of Seaside is situated adjacent to the
Pacific Ocean on the Monterey Peninsula.
The surrounding hillsides provide a backdrop
for the City and offer scenic views of Monterey Bay and the peninsula. The coastal
dunes provide a unique identity to the City.
The Laguna Grande/Roberts Lake environment provides sensitive habitat consisting of
riparian woodlands and marshland vegetation.
Land east of General Jim Moore Boulevard is
largely comprised of chaparral and coastal
scrub, most of which is protected habitat under the control of the Bureau of Land Management. The undeveloped portions of land
north of Military Avenue contain patches of
grassland and areas of northeast Seaside contain coastal live oak woodland and savanna
resources.

which are typically less than an acre in size.
The park system includes 13 mini-parks, 5
neighborhood parks, 1 community park, 1
regional park, 6 special use areas, 1 open
space area, and 1 undeveloped park site. A
number of recreation facilities are located in
North Seaside, including two golf courses.
With the exception of Laguna Grande, Cutino
and Metz Parks, a majority of the parks are in
poor condition, lack adequate facilities, and
require substantial rehabilitation. Table COS1 summarizes the City owned parks and recreation areas by type. Figure COS-1 illustrates these facilities.
City-owned recreation facilities include a community center, swimming pool, and youth
education center as well as three youth baseball/softball fields.

The Conservation/Open Space Plan establishes an approach for the balanced use,
management, and conservation of these
unique open space resources. The seven
conservation/open space issue areas identified in the Issues, Goals and Policies section
are the focus of this Plan. The related goals
and policies are the basis of the Plan and are
supported by approaches to protect and enhance natural resources.
The Conservation/Open Space Implementation Program is
an extension of this plan and contains specific
programs to achieve the City’s goals related
to conservation and open space.

A 2002 survey of Seaside residents found that
67 percent of respondents travel outside the
City to nearby communities to participate in
recreation activities.1 This is an indication that
the parks and recreation needs of the community are not currently being met. The
City’s goal is to provide and maintain a high
quality parks and recreation system that
meets the varying recreational needs of its
residents. The policies and standards contained in the City’s Parks, Recreation and
Community Services Plan will be applied to
acquire sufficient parkland and recreation facilities to support new development.

PARKS, RECREATION, AND TRAILS
Parks and Recreation
Seaside owns and/or maintains 28 park and
recreation areas totaling 50.58 acres. Nearly
half of the sites consist of small mini-parks,

Seaside General Plan
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Seaside Parks, Recreation and Community Services Plan, 2003.
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Table COS-1
Summary of City Parks and
Recreational Areas by Type
Park Areas
Mini-Parks
Beta Park
Capra Park
Durant Park
Ellis Park
Farallones Park
Fernando-Montgomery Park
Highland-Otis Park
Juarez Park
Manzanita-Stuart Park
Martin Park
Portola Leslie Park
Sabado Park
Trinity Park
Subtotal
Neighborhood Parks
Havana Soliz Park
Lincoln Cunningham Park
Mescal-Neil Park
Metz Park
Pacchetti Park
Subtotal
Community Parks
Cutino Park
Regional Parks
Laguna Grande Park
Special Use Areas
Bayonet/Black Horse Golf
Courses
Elwood Williams Park
Fremont Tennis Courts
Oldemeyer Center
Patullo Swim Center
Robb Park
Youth Education Center
Soper Park and Community
Center
Subtotal
Total Parks and Recreation

Total
Acres

Condition

1.13
0.81
0.48
0.40
0.82
0.13
1.17
0.11
0.77
0.58
1.11
0.42
0.83
8.76

Poor
Poor
Fair
Fair
Fair
Fair
Poor
Fair
Poor
Poor
Poor
Poor
Fair

2.58
2.86
2.22
2.10
1.69
11.45

Fair
Fair
Fair
Good
Fair

5.62

Good

10.73

Good

333.00

Good

1.02
1.63
2.41
1.98
1.25
1.13

Good
Fair
Good
Good
Fair
Good

4.24

Good

The City will consider the sale of bonds, user
fees, assessment districts, and other sources
of revenue that may be identified in the future
for park development and maintenance.
Trails
The City’s trail network is comprised of eight
hiker/biker trails and an equestrian trail. Major hiker/biker trails include the Laguna
Grande/Roberts Lake trail and the Salinas Valley/Seaside trail. The Salinas Valley/Seaside
trail is intended to serve as a major
north/south trail through North Seaside. The
Eucalyptus Road trail serves as an equestrian
trail, and parallels the northern boundary of
the Bureau of Land Management Lands (BLM)
east of General Jim Moore Boulevard and is
located within the future Eucalyptus Road
residential community. This trail serves the
dual purposes of providing a recreation trail
and a firebreak between the residential area
and the native coastal shrub areas.
The City also supports the Sand Dunes Drive
alignment of the multi-use Monterey Peninsula Recreation Trail. The City will cooperate
with Sand City to seek the formal adoption of
the same. This route would extend from
Roberts Lake northwest along Canyon Del
Rey to Sand Dunes Drive and then northerly
along Sand Dunes Drive and the Monterey
Region Water Pollution Control Agency

346.66
383.22

Source: Seaside Parks, Recreation, and Community
Services Plan, 2003.

Seaside General Plan

A standard of two acres per 1,000 residents
for mini-parks and neighborhood parks and
one acre per 1,000 residents for community
parks is used. Where appropriate, these parks
may be joint-use facilities through an arrangement with the Monterey Peninsula Unified School District and/or the Monterey Peninsula Regional Park District. Additionally, the
City will support diversified recreation programs designed to meet the needs of all age
groups, such as art and music “in the parks”
programs.
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(MRWPC) sewer rights-of-ways to a connecting point with the existing rail at the North
Fremont interchange with Highway 1. The
City is also conducting a feasibility study to
construct a bike path either within the existing
rail right-of-way or adjacent to Del Monte
Boulevard.

Sand City, Monterey Peninsula Airport District, and portions of Unincorporated Monterey County including Pebble Beach and
Carmel Valley. The District has the ability to
tax and raise capital required to finance public
works projects to augment the existing water
supply. The District also has permit authority
over the creation or expansion of water distribution systems.

WATER SUPPLY AND CONSERVATION

The Seaside Municipal System and CaliforniaAmerican Water Company (Cal-Am), and the
Marina Coast Water District (MCWD) provide water services to the City. The Seaside
Municipal System is operated and maintained
by the City. The system serves the Del Monte
Heights area from three existing wells. The
rest of the City is served by Cal-Am, a privately owned and operated company. CalAm serves their customers with water drawn
from Carmel River surface water, alluvial
ground water in the Carmel Valley, and from
the Seaside coastal ground water.

Water Supply
The City of Seaside receives its primary potable water supply from the Salinas Valley
Groundwater Basin, from the Seaside Basin,
and from the Carmel River. Historic use of
the region’s groundwater resources has exceeded safe yield and resulted in lowering of
water levels and in saltwater intrusion. Constrained water supply will continue to be a
significant factor in the growth locally and
regionally.

The Fort Ord Reuse Authority (FORA) planning area has been assured a potable supply
of 6,600 acre feet of water up to the year
2015. Water allocated to FORA is split
among three major users: California State
University of Monterey Bay, the portion of
Fort Ord for military housing, and North Seaside. Seaside’s portion of this allocation is
748 acre-feet a year; and much of this allocation is currently accounted for by existing
uses. This allocation is not likely to be increased in the near future.

The southwestern portion of Seaside, the area
comprising Seaside prior to the closure of the
Fort Ord military base, is under the jurisdiction of the Monterey Peninsula Water Management District (MPWMD). The Marina
Coast Water District (MCWD) serves North
Seaside, which includes the California State
University of Monterey Bay, the (Army/Navy
Base), and the remainder of North Seaside.
MPWMD has authority over the creation or
expansion of all water districts, including
MCWD, and allocates water supplies to cities
and water companies within its jurisdiction.

MPWMD’s limited ability to provide water to
the Monterey Peninsula restricts the number
of remaining water allocation credits in the
urbanized areas of southwest Seaside, which
in turn limits the type and amount of future
development in the City. The City of Seaside
will continue to support MPWMD’s efforts to
expand the water supply. Sufficient recycled

Monterey Peninsula Water Management District’s (MPWMD) mission is to manage, augment, and protect water resources for the
benefit of the community and environment.
MPWMD serves a population of approximately 112,000 within Carmel-by-the-Sea, Del
Rey Oaks, Monterey, Pacific Grove, Seaside,

Seaside General Plan
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water reserves are available for the City to
use for irrigation of the golf courses and other
non-potable uses. Recycled water will make a
larger portion of the allocation available for
economic development and residential projects in North Seaside. However this water
would increase the costs to the City or user
for hook-up fees and/or
use charges.
MCWD would be responsible for hooking up
the golf courses or other development as no
infrastructure for non-potable water currently
serves North Seaside. It is estimated that the
costs to provide this infrastructure could
reach $25 million. At this time, recycled water is the best option for the City to expand
their water allocation in North Seaside.
Water Conservation
Although water scarcity and provision of new
supply is ultimately beyond the control of the
City, Seaside supports efforts by MPWMD
and Monterey County Water Resources
Agency to expand the water supply. The City
can do this by providing technical assistance
when necessary and providing support for
proposed new water supply projects and the
use of recycled water.
The City will continue to require new public
and private development and redevelopment
projects to install and utilize water conservation measures in accordance with the Seaside
Municipal Code. These measures include:
Ø The

installation of low water-use
plumbing fixtures, and low water-use
landscape materials in new construction;

Ø The

installation of low water-use
plumbing fixtures in existing hotels
and motels; and

Seaside General Plan

Ø The retrofitting of plumbing fixtures in

all existing residential buildings at the
tie of change of ownership or physical
expansion, or in the cases of commercial property, at the time of
change of ownership, or change or
expansion of use.

WATER QUALITY
Surface Water Quality
The surface water quality of the drainage
channels within the City varies with seasons.
During the first strong rain season, ditches
and storm drainage systems draining the urban areas receive a high concentration of urban pollutants, such as oil, grease, pesticide
residues, heavy metals, and coliform bacteria.
Generally, the surface waters in Seaside are
hard and high in dissolved solids. Depending
on local conditions, the streams within the
City may contain elevated levels of sulfates,
bicarbonates, calcium, magnesium, and sodium. Urban stormwater runoff may also locally impair coastal water quality at Monterey
Bay.
Monterey Bay is a designated National Marine Sanctuary. The Marine Protection, Research, and Sanctuaries Act of 1972, as
amended, and its implementing regulations
(15 CFR Part 922) require that a management
plan be prepared for each designated Sanctuary. The Monterey Bay National Marine
Sanctuary Management Plan focuses on the
Sanctuary goals and objectives, management
responsibilities and guidelines for the resource protection, research, education, and
administration programs.
In order to protect the local and regional water resources, the City will enforce the use of
the NPDES permit, apply appropriate devel-
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opment standards and fees to improve present drainage systems, and provide adequate
stormwater detention basins and sedimentation ponds with new construction.

mittent streams and other drainage ways.
Streams and drainage way areas are important because of their ability to provide habitat
corridors for fish and wildlife, preserve riparian vegetation such as woodlands and marshland vegetation, and carry storm water runoff.
The coastal dune lands consist of the tidal
zone and an upland area that averages about
1,500 feet in depth. It contains numerous
high dunes covered with a variety of beach
grass, low shrubs, and other vegetation. The
auto center expansion maintains a ruderal
plant community. This area contains a variety
of special interest and candidate species of
plants and wildlife.

Groundwater Quality
Groundwater within the City is variable, depending on the location and depth of the
well. Seawater intrusion has resulted in waters not acceptable for drinking in some aquifers. However, water from wells with high
salinity can be blended with higher quality
water to meet drinking water standards. The
City will cooperate with the appropriate local
and regional agencies to eliminate long-term
groundwater overdrafting as soon as practicably possible, while continuing to monitor
the groundwater quality and enforcing all local, regional, State, and federal water quality
programs and regulations.

BIOLOGICAL RESOURCES
Vegetation and Wildlife
There are roughly six areas of native vegetation and wildlife within Seaside. These include: 1) Laguna Grande/Roberts Lake area;
2) beachfront along Monterey Bay; 3) vacant
lands between the Southern Pacific Railroad
right-of-way and Del Monte Boulevard, extending from Canyon Del Rey to Fremont
Boulevard; 4) chaparral and coastal sage
scrub to the east of General Jim Moore
Boulevard and south of Eucalyptus Road; 5)
grasslands in the undeveloped portions of
lands located north of Military Avenue; and 6)
coastal live oak woodland and savanna located primarily north of Eucalyptus Avenue
and east of General Jim Moore Boulevard
(Figure COS-2).
The Laguna Grande/Roberts Lake environment consists of a hierarchy of creeks, inter-

Seaside General Plan

The southwestern portion of Seaside is the
area within the City’s jurisdictional boundary
prior to the closure of the Fort Ord military
base. Mostly urbanized, this area contains
limited, but highly sensitive biological resources. With the closure of the base and
annexation of portions of the former Fort Ord,
Seaside’s land area increased from roughly
three square miles to nearly nine square
miles. Much of the recently acquired land is
undeveloped and provides opportunities for
the conservation of biological resource communities.
The City’s goal is to preserve and protect the
sensitive habitats and species within the community. In order to do that, the Habitat
Management Plan (HMP) identifies the Laguna Grande, Roberts Lake, beachfront, and
the west Del Monte Boulevard frontage, from
Canyon Del Rey to Fremont, as critical native
vegetation and habitat areas. Additionally,
the Plan provides for the protection of endangered plant communities in these areas
through the use of dedicated conservation
easements and prohibit use of non-native and
non-native compatible plant species in proposed landscapes. Figure COS-3 depicts the
Habitat Management Plan.
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CULTURAL RESOURCES

The bulk of the City of Seaside rests in an area
of stabilized sand dunes that do not appear to
contain any land forms or natural resources
which would have been of interest to an aboriginal population. Therefore, most other
lands in the area have low to medium potential for possessing archeological resources.

Archaeological Resources
Archaeological evidence establishes human
occupation of the California coast dating back
at least 10,000 years, and the settlement of
the coastal Monterey County is expected to
have occurred over 7,000 years ago. Several
areas of the community contain significant
archaeological resources associated with occupation and settlement of the area.

Historical Resources
Historically significant sites are located within
the community. Stilwell Hall and 35 other
structures in the East Garrison area are the
only properties in North Seaside that are eligible for the National Register of Historic
Places. The City’s approved Local Coastal
Program Land Use Plan requires that design
and architectural guidelines be prepared for
buildings and related facilities constructed in
the Coastal Zone.

The drainage area along the southern border
of Seaside, leading to and including Laguna
del Rey, is an area of prehistoric archaeological sensitivity. There is one previously recorded prehistoric archaeological site in the
area which has been determined to be
archaeologically sensitive; however, the site
falls adjacent to, but just beyond, the Seaside’s City limit. The cities of Del Rey Oaks
and Sand City contain areas of high prehistoric archaeological sensitivity.

The City’s goal is to identify all significant archaeological, architectural, and historic resources within Seaside and preserve them in
accordance with the California Environmental
Quality Act (CEQA).

The area of active sand dunes along the coast
appears to be moderately sensitive. One
prehistoric archaeological site has been located within this area at the intersection of
the area of active dunes and the Laguna del
Rey drainage. Dune activity may have buried
other sites, such that surface surveys may not
find all of the archaeological material present.

AIR QUALITY
The City of Seaside is located within the
North Central Coast Air Basin, a nonattainment area for state and federal ozone
standards and state PM10 standards. The
closest air monitoring station is at the Monterey-Silver Cloud Court station in the City of
Monterey. This station monitors ozone levels
in the area. Figure COS-5 depicts the City’s
location within the North Central Coast Air
Basin.

Lands east of General Jim Moore Boulevard,
preserved by the Bureau of Land Management (BLM) have been determined to be areas of archeological sensitivity. Portions not
preserved by the BLM that have been determined to have high archaeological sensitivity
are preserved by the City as Open Space as
shown on the General Plan Land Use Map
(see Figure LU-1 of the Land Use Element).
The areas of archaeological resource sensitivity are generally illustrated in Figure COS-4.

Seaside General Plan
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Motor vehicles are the major source of regional emissions throughout the air basin and
within Seaside. No major point source emitters such as heavy industrial uses are located
within the City. In order to protect and improve local and regional air quality, the City
will cooperate with the Monterey Bay Unified
Air Pollution District to implement the Air
Quality Management Plan. Seaside also requires projects to analyze potential air quality
impacts during the environmental review
process.

dark locations are becoming scarce. Images
based on satellite observations of the nighttime light pollution of the United States show
that Monterey County is one of the last remaining regions with a minimum of light pollution. That, combined with the smooth air
flow from the Pacific Ocean, is what led the
Monterey Institute for Research in Astronomy
(MIRA) to choose Monterey County in 1971
as one of the best locations remaining in the
United States for high quality astronomical
research.
The sky brightening is not only starting to affect the ability of MIRA to do research at its
Chews Ridge dark sky site, but it affects every
resident of the County when they try to view
the Milky Way, the edge-on view of our own
galaxy, and all the other wonders of the night
sky as they pass overhead.

ENERGY SUPPLY AND CONSERVATION
A tight energy market and sometimes insufficient power supply highlight the continued
need for both private and public energy conservation. Additionally, pollutants are generated by the combustion of fossil fuels to produce electricity and by the combustion of
natural gas. Reducing energy usage decreases the amount of pollutants generated.

The primary sources of light pollution in Monterey County are the major cities and increasing housing developments outside of incorporated areas. Limiting outdoor lighting to below the horizontal will protect the dark skies
for the general public and for astronomical
research and, at the same time, reduce needlessly wasted energy. The City will work with
private developers and its own public lighting
programs whenever possible to control or
shield outdoor light sources to the downward
direction.

The City promotes energy conservation by
implementing State Title 24 energy performance requirements through building codes. In
addition, the relationship between project
design and future energy requirements is considered when reviewing proposals for new
development. The City will work with energy
suppliers and distributors to institute energy
conservation programs, and inform the public
of these programs.

PRESERVATION OF NIGHT SKIES
Viewing the wonders of the night sky is a rapidly disappearing natural heritage. It is becoming increasingly difficult to see the planets, stars, and Milky Way without traveling to
locations far from home. Even truly remote
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GOALS, POLICIES, AND
IMPLEMENTATION PLANS
This section of the Conservation and Open
Space Element contains goals, policies, and
implementation plans to address the following
issues: 1) providing and maintaining diverse
parks, trails, and recreation activities; 2) encouraging a safe and adequate water supply;
3) protecting and enhancing water resources;
4) protecting sensitive biological resources; 5)
conserving cultural resources; 6) improving air
quality; 7) conserving energy: and 8) preserving night skies.

Policy COS-1.1: Provide a variety of well
maintained public parks and recreational facilities for Seaside residents.
IMPLEMENTATION PLANS
Implementation Plan COS-1.1.1 Parks, Recreation and Community Services Plan. Implement the policies, standards, and recommendations contained in the City's Parks, Recreation and Community Services Plan to
guide the development and maintenance of
the City’s public parks and recreational facilities. Use this Plan to prioritize public parks
improvements in the CIP.

PARKS, RECREATION, AND TRAILS
A quality parks and recreation system is a
high priority for both the City and Seaside
residents. A well maintained system of passive and active open space and recreational
facilities can significantly enhance the quality
of life in the community. The Parks, Recreation and Community Services Plan has been
prepared to achieve a balanced parks, recreation, and trails system. This Plan identifies
needed improvements and maintenance requirements of existing parks, and requirements for parkland dedication by new projects. The larger areas of vacant land in the
northern and eastern portions of the community provide opportunities for expanded regional- and visitor-serving parks, trails, and
recreational facilities .

Responsible Agency/Department: Community Development, Community and Recreation, Public Works, private developers
Funding Source: General Fund, private
funding, development fees, user fees, State
and federal funds
Time Frame: Ongoing; review plan annually
during budget and CIP process
Implementation Plan COS-1.1.2 Parkland
Dedication Requirements. During the development review process, require the dedication of parkland and the development of public recreational facilities consistent with the
Parks, Recreation and Community Services
Plan. If dedication of parkland and/or development of recreational facilities is not feasible, require an in-lieu fee be paid prior to occupancy of the project.

Goal COS-1: Provide and maintain a high
quality parks and recreation system that
meets the varying recreational needs of the
community.
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IMPLEMENTATION PLANS

Funding Source: General Fund, private
funding, development fees, user fees, State
and federal funds
Time Frame: Ongoing

Implementation Plan COS-1.2.1 Development Incentives for Active Recreational Facilities. Provide development incentives to
projects that include the development and
maintenance of active recreational facilities,
such as public gymnasiums, community centers, and sports fields.

Implementation Plan COS-1.1.3 Joint Use
Facilities. Work with all school districts in
planning for parks and recreation facilities to
maximize community recreation opportunities
through joint use.

Responsible Agency/Department: Community Development, Public Works, Community and Recreation, private developers
Funding Source: General Fund, private
funding, development fees, user fees, State
and federal funds
Time Frame: Ongoing

Responsible Agency/Department: Community Development, Public Works, Community and Recreation, school districts
Funding Source: General Fund, private
funding, development fees, user fees, State
and federal funds
Time Frame: Ongoing

Implementation Plan COS-1.2.2 Encourage
Private Recreational Facilities. Encourage
the development of private commercial recreational facilities (e.g., golf courses, sports
centers, bowling alleys, etc.) to expand recreational opportunities and to fill unmet
needs.

Implementation Plan COS-1.1.4 Cooperative
Park Planning. Plan park and recreational
facilities in cooperation with concerned public and private agencies and organizations,
particularly school districts, neighborhood
associations, and residents.

Responsible Agency/Department: Community Development, Community and Recreation, private developers
Funding Source: General Fund, private
funding, development fees, user fees, State
and federal funds
Time Frame: Ongoing

Responsible Agency/Department: Community Development, Community and Recreation, school districts, neighborhood associations; Monterey Peninsula Regional
Park District, Public Works,
Funding Source: General Fund, private
funding, development fees, user fees, State
and federal funds
Time Frame: Ongoing

Implementation Plan COS-1.2.3 Regional
and Visitor-Serving Recreational Facilities.
Actively support the development of regional
and visitor-serving recreational facilities and
parks in the northern and eastern portions of
the community. Use the City’s website to
identify appropriate locations for recreational
facilities in eastern and northern Seaside.

Policy COS-1.2: Encourage public-private
partnerships to fund, develop, and maintain
parks and recreational facilities in the community.

Responsible Agency/Department: Community Development, Community and Recreation, private developers
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Implementation Plan COS-1.3.3 Transit Facilities. Coordinate with MST to encourage
the location of transit facilities that stress
safety and convenient pedestrian access adjacent to new parks and recreational areas.

Funding Source: General Fund, private
funding, development fees, user fees, State
and federal funds
Time Frame: Provide information on website by the end of 2004; ongoing outreach
to developers

Responsible Agency/Department: Community Development, Community and Recreation, Public Works, MST
Funding Source: General Fund, State and
federal funds, developer fees
Time Frame: Ongoing

Policy COS-1.3: Maximize pedestrian, transit,
and bicycle access to parks and other local
and regional activity centers as an alternative
to automobile access.
IMPLEMENTATION PLANS

WATER SUPPLY AND CONSERVATION

Implementation Plan COS-1.3.1 Acquire
Land for Trails System. Cooperate with private developers and public agencies to acquire land and funding to develop and maintain the local and regional trails system.

Wells located in the Salinas Valley groundwater basin and the Seaside basin provide the
primary potable water supply in Seaside.
However, some surface water is also drawn
from the Carmel River. Safe yield is the
amount of groundwater that can be pumped
annually on a long-term basis without causing
undesirable effects. Recent historical use has
exceeded this safe yield, causing seawater
intrusion and water levels to fall below sea
level. Constrained water supply will continue
to be a major factor in growth locally and regionally for the foreseeable future. Continued
water conservation and the development of
new water sources are necessary to make
additional water available for development.

Responsible Agency/Department: Community Development, Planning Department,
Community and Recreation, Public Works,
Monterey Peninsula Regional Park District,
private developers, other public and private
organizations
Funding Source: General Fund, private
funding, development fees, school districts,
user fees
Time Frame: Ongoing
Implementation Plan COS-1.3.2 Bike Paths.
Implement the recommendations of the feasibility study to construct a bike path either
within the existing rail right-of-way or adjacent
to Del Monte Boulevard.

Goal COS-2: Provide a safe and adequate
water supply to meet the needs of the community.
Policy COS-2.1: Work with regional and local
water providers to ensure that adequate supplies of water are available to meet existing
development and future growth.

Responsible Agency/Department: Community Development, Community and Recreation, Public Works
Funding Source: General Fund, State and
federal funds
Time Frame: Ongoing
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IMPLEMENTATION PLANS

Works, water districts, RWQCB, MCWRA,
County of Monterey
Funding Source: General Fund, development fees, private developers
Time Frame: Ongoing

Implementation Plan COS-2.1.1 Consult Water Agencies. During the development review process, consult with local and regional
water agencies to assess whether the water
demand associated with the project is included in the agency’s most recent Urban
Water Management Plan and whether existing supplies can meet the project’s demand
for water.

Policy COS-2.2: Encourage the production,
distribution, and use of recycled water.
IMPLEMENTATION PLANS
Implementation Plan COS-2.2.1 Recycled
Water. In cooperation with the State, regional, and local water agencies and suppliers, participate in programs that seek to increase potable water supply and to limit the
spread of seawater intrusion into the groundwater basins through the recycling of wastewater. Specifically, support the expansion of
the use of recycled water for urban irrigation.
Cooperate with these agencies to establish
standards, fees, infrastructure provision requirements, and regulations for the use of recycled water in new development and redevelopment projects.

Responsible Agency/Department: Community Development, Planning, Public
Works, RWQCB, MCWRA, County of Monterey, MCWD
Funding Source: General Fund, development fees, private developers
Time Frame: Ongoing
Implementation Plan COS-2.1.2 Water Supply Verification. Condition approval of all
development plans on verification of an assured long-term water supply.
Responsible Agency/Department: Community Development, Planning, Public
Works, water districts, RWQCB, MCWRA,
County of Monterey
Funding Source: General Fund, development fees, private developers
Time Frame: Ongoing

Responsible Agency/Department: Community Development, Planning, Public
Works, RWQCB, MCWRA, County of Monterey, MCWD, other jurisdictions
Funding Source: General Fund, development fees, private developers
Time Frame: Ongoing

Implementation Plan COS-2.1.3 Water Supply Projects. Continue to support efforts by
Monterey Peninsula Water Management District (MPWMD) and Monterey County Water
Resources Agency (MCWRA) to expand water supply through the development of new
water sources, including new wells, desalination, importation of water, and water impoundment sites.

Policy COS-2.3: Participate in and implement
local and regional programs that promote water conservation as a means of improving water supply and water.
IMPLEMENTATION PLANS
Implementation Plan COS-2.3.1 Water Conservation.
Encourage water conservation
throughout Seaside through the City’s municipal code, which requires new public and

Responsible Agency/Department: Community Development, Planning, Public
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WATER QUALITY

private development, and redevelopment projects to install and utilize water conservation
measures. These measures include:

The City relies mainly on groundwater for its
potable water supply; however, surface water
from the Carmel River provides an additional
source of water in the community. Several
other surface waters, such as Monterey Bay,
Laguna Grande, and Roberts Lake, provide
visual and recreational amenities and habitats
for several animal and plant species. To protect public safety, as well as these natural resources, the quality of the surface and ground
water needs to be monitored and protected.

Ø The

installation of low water-use
plumbing fixtures, and low water-use
landscape materials in new construction;
Ø The installation of low water-use
plumbing fixtures in existing hotels
and motels; and
Ø The retrofitting of plumbing fixtures in
all existing residential buildings at the
tie of change of ownership or physical
expansion, or in the cases of commercial property, at the time of
change of ownership, or change or
expansion of use. (See also Implementation Plan LU-5.3.1.)

Goal COS-3: Protect and enhance local and
regional ground and surface water resources.
Policy COS-3.1: Eliminate long-term groundwater overdrafting as soon as feasible.

Responsible Agency/Department: Community Development, Planning, Public
Works
Funding Source: General Fund, private developers
Time Frame: Ongoing

IMPLEMENTATION PLAN
Implementation Plan COS-3.1.1 Halt Salt
Water Intrusion. Cooperate with the Monterey County Water Resources Agency
(MCWRA), the Army Corps of Engineers
(ACOE), State Water Resources Control
Board (SWRCB), and the Regional Water
Quality Control Board (RWQCB) to find a
solution to halt seawater intrusion toward
Seaside.

Implementation Plan COS-2.3.2 Water Conservation Education. Cooperate with regional water suppliers, local water districts,
and school districts to educate the public
about water conservation techniques. Provide informational brochures at the public
counter and the library, as well as information
on the City’s website.

Responsible Agency/Department: Public
Works, MCWRA, ACOE, SWRCB, RWQCB
Funding Source: General Fund, State and
federal funding sources, private developers
Time Frame: Ongoing

Responsible Agency/Department: Community Development, City Manager, local
and regional water agencies/districts
Funding Source: General Fund, user fees
Time Frame: Provide information by the
end of 2004; ongoing
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when necessary to help identify, protect, and
preserve critical aquifer recharge areas so that
their function is maintained and ground water
quality is not further degraded.

Responsible Agency/Department: Community Development, Planning, Public
Works
Funding Source: General Fund, State and
federal funding sources, private developers
Time Frame: Ongoing

Responsible Agency/Department: Public
Works, RWQCB, MCWRA, County of Monterey, other jurisdictions
Funding Source: General Fund, State and
federal funding sources, private developers
Time Frame: Ongoing

Implementation Plan COS-3.2.2 Adequate
Drainage Systems. Apply appropriate development standards and fees to improve present drainage systems and provide adequate
stormwater detention basins and sedimentation ponds with new construction. (See also
Implementation Plan LU-8.2.1.)

Implementation Plan COS-3.1.3 Well Monitoring. Cooperate with the Monterey County
Water Resources Agency (MCWRA) and water service providers, providing technical assistance when necessary, to continue to
monitor urban and agricultural well usage
rates and quality of the ground water.

Responsible Agency/Department: Community Development, Planning, Public
Works
Funding Source: General Fund, State and
federal funding sources, private developers
Time Frame: Ongoing

Responsible Agency/Department: Community Development, Planning, Public
Works, RWQCB, MCWRA, County of Monterey, water service providers
Funding Source: General Fund, State and
federal funds
Time Frame: Ongoing

Policy COS 3.3: Increase public awareness
about local and regional water quality problems and solutions.
IMPLEMENTATION PLANS
Implementation Plan COS-3.3.1 Water Quality Education Program. Coordinate with
other jurisdictions and agencies within the
County to develop and implement an education program to inform the public of the harm
to the ocean and marine environment caused
by pollutants and litter deposited on the surface of the land that can be carried in drainage systems, creeks, rivers, and ultimately the
ocean.

Policy COS-3.2: Work with all local, regional,
State, and federal agencies to implement
mandated water quality programs and regulations to improve surface water quality.
IMPLEMENTATION PLANS
Implementation Plan COS-3.2.1 NPDES Requirements. To reduce pollutants in urban
runoff, require new development projects and
substantial rehabilitation projects to incorporate Best Management Practices (BMPs) pursuant to the National Pollutant Discharge
Elimination System (NPDES) permit to ensure
that the City complies with applicable state
and federal regulations.
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MCWRA, County of Monterey, Water
Awareness Committee of Monterey, other
jurisdictions
Funding Source: General Fund
Time Frame: Ongoing
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BIOLOGICAL RESOURCES

Policy COS-4.2: Protect and enhance the
creeks, lakes, and adjacent wetlands for their
value in providing visual amenity, habitat for
wildlife, and recreational opportunities.

Although the central and western portions of
Seaside are largely developed, the northern
and western portions of the community have
a wide range of climatic, topographic, and soil
conditions that enable a variety of unique biological communities to exist in the community. The community’s surface water resources also provide important ecological
habitat and recreational opportunities. These
important resources need to be protected to
preserve the quality of life in the community.

IMPLEMENTATION PLANS
Implementation Plan COS-4.2.1 Consultation with Agencies. Work closely with the
U.S. Army Corps of Engineers (ACOE), U.S.
Fish and Wildlife Service (FWS), and the California Department of Fish and Game (CDFG)
during the discretionary project permitting
and CEQA review of any project that may
result in the alteration of a stream bed, involve the removal of vegetation in wetland
and riparian habitats, or disturb Waters of the
United States.

Goal COS-4: Preserve and protect the sensitive habitats and species within the community.
Policy COS-4.1: Preserve ecological and biological resources by maintaining these resources as open space.

Responsible Agency/Department: Community Development, ACOE, FWS, CDFG
Funding Source: General Fund, development fees
Time Frame: Ongoing

IMPLEMENTATION PLANS
Implementation Plan COS-4.1.1 Require
Proper Analysis and Mitigation of Biological
Resources. Use proper land use planning and
environmental review to minimize the impact
of urban development on sensitive ecological
and biological resources. Where feasible, require open space easements and/or buffers to
avoid impacts to sensitive biological resources. Where on-site preservation is not
feasible, require habitat replacement at locations and ratios acceptable to the State and
federal agencies with jurisdiction over the project.

Implementation Plan 4.2.2 Local Coastal
Program. Require public and private development projects to comply with the Seaside’s
certified Local Coastal Program, which protects natural features within the beachfront
areas in the City, including the Laguna
Grand/Roberts Lake Areas.
Responsible Agency/Department: Community Development, Coastal Commission,
Public Works
Funding Source: Development fees
Time Frame: Ongoing

Responsible Agency/Department: Community Development, ACOE, FWS, CDFG
Funding Source: General Fund, development fees
Time Frame: Ongoing

Seaside General Plan
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IMPLEMENTATION PLANS

IMPLEMENTATION PLANS

Implementation Plan COS-4.3.1 Oak Tree
Retention. Require project developers to retain coast live oak trees within the planning
area, including oaks within new development
areas. All coast live oak trees should be surveyed prior to construction to determine if
any raptor nests are present and active. If
active nests are observed, the construction
should be postponed until the end of the
fledgling.

Implementation Plan COS-5.1.1 Assess and
Mitigate Impacts to Cultural Resources.
Continue to assess development proposals for
potential impacts to sensitive historic, archaeological, and paleontological resources
pursuant to the California Environmental
Quality Act (CEQA).
a.

For structures that potentially have
historic significance, require that a
study be conducted by a professional
archaeologist or historian to determine the actual significance of the
structure and potential impacts of the
proposed development in accordance
with CEQA Guidelines Section
15064.5. The City may require modification of the project and/or mitigation measures to avoid any impact to
a historic structure, when feasible.

b.

Assess development proposals for potential impacts to significant paleontological resources pursuant to of the
California Environmental Quality Act
Guidelines. If the project involves
earthworks, the City may require a
study conducted by a professional paleontologist to determine if paleontological assets are present, and if the
project will significantly impact the resources. If significant impacts are
identified, the City may require the
project to be modified to avoid impacting the paleontological materials,
or require mitigation measures to
mitigate the impacts.

Responsible Agency/Department: Community Development
Funding Source: General Fund, development fees
Time Frame: Ongoing

CULTURAL RESOURCES
The City of Seaside contains important architectural, historic, and archaeological resources. Archeological evidence establishes
human occupation of the California coast dating back at least 10,000 years, and settlement
of coastal Monterey County is expected to
have occurred more than 7,000 years ago.
Several areas of the community contain significant archaeological resources associated
with occupation and settlement of the area.
Architecturally and historically significant sites
are also located within the community. Areas
within the City having historic resources and
buildings should be protected and enhanced.
Goal COS-5: Protect high sensitivity archaeological resources, architecturally significant buildings, and historic places.

Responsible Agency/Department: Community Development, Planning
Funding Source: General Fund, development fees
Time Frame: Ongoing

Policy COS-5.1: Identify and conserve archeological, architectural, and historic resources
within Seaside.
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Implementation Plan COS-5.1.2 Funding
and Education Programs for Cultural Resource Preservation. Identify programs and
funding to assist private property owners in
the preservation of buildings and sites of historic and architectural importance. Advertise
these resources through information brochures at the public counter and library, as
well as on the City’s website.

providing technical assistance and demographic data when available, during the development of future population projections by
AMBAG and the District.
Responsible Agency/Department: Community Development, Monterey Bay Unified Air Pollution Control District, AMBAG
Funding Source: General Fund, State and
federal funds
Time Frame: Ongoing

Responsible Agency/Department: Community Development, Planning
Funding Source: General Fund, development fees, State and federal programs
Time Frame: Provide information by the
end of 2005; ongoing

Implementation Plan COS-6.1.2 Transportation Control Measures. To reduce air emissions associated with automobile use, coordinate with the MBUAPCD and AMBAG to
support the updated Transportation Control
Measures as described in detail in the most
recent AQMP. Currently, these measures include:
Ø Improved Public Transit Service
Ø Areawide Transportation Demand
Management
Ø Signal Synchronization
Ø New and Improved Bicycle Facilities
Ø Alternative Fuels
Ø Livable Communities (communities
designed to reduce automobile dependency).
Ø Selected Intelligent Transportation Systems
Ø Traffic Calming

AIR QUALITY
Seaside is located in the North Central Coast
Air Basin, which is currently in non-attainment
for state and federal ozone standards and
state PM10 standards. Cooperation among
all agencies in the basin is necessary to
achieve desired improvements to air quality.
Seaside can participate and contribute its
share in these efforts by proper planning for
land use, transportation, and energy use.
Goal COS-6: Protect and improve local and
regional air quality.
Policy COS-6.1: Integrate air quality planning
with land use, economic development, and
transportation planning.

Responsible Agency/Department: Community Development, MBUAPCD, AMBAG
Funding Source: General Fund, State and
federal funds
Time Frame: Ongoing

IMPLEMENTATION PLANS
Implementation Plan COS-6.1.1 Air Quality
Management Plan. Continue to cooperate
with the Monterey Bay Unified Air Pollution
Control District to implement the most recent
Air Quality Management Plan to address regional motor vehicle emissions. In particular,
coordinate with the District and AMBAG,
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Implementation Plan COS-6.1.3 Assess and
Mitigate Air Quality Impacts. Review development proposals for potential regional and
local air quality impacts per the California Environmental Quality Act (CEQA). If potential
impacts are identified, mitigation will be required to reduce the impact to a level less
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Implementation Plan COS-6.1.6 Alternative
Modes of Transportation. Through development incentives and design standards in
the Zoning Ordinance and Specific Plans, encourage alternative modes of transportation,
such as walking biking and public transportation to reduce emissions associated with
automobile use.

than significant, where technically and economically feasible.
Responsible Agency/Department: Community Development, Planning, MBUAPCD,
AMBAG
Funding Source: General Fund, State and
federal funds
Time Frame: Ongoing

Responsible Agency/Department: Community Development
Funding Source: General Fund, State and
federal funds, development fees
Time Frame: Ongoing

Implementation Plan COS-6.1.4 Encourage
Local-Serving Retail. Develop and enforce
regulations in the Zoning Ordinance, Specific
Plans, and Design Guidelines that encourage
the expansion and retention of local serving
retail businesses such as sit-down restaurants,
family medical offices, and drug stores so that
Seaside residents will not have to drive to
other jurisdictions for comparable services.

ENERGY SUPPLY AND CONSERVATION
Urban development depends on adequate
supplies and distribution of energy. The City
must promote the conservation of energy in
order to sustain existing and future economic
and population growth.

Responsible Agency/Department: Community Development
Funding Source: General Fund, State and
federal funds, development fees
Time Frame: Adopt Zoning Ordinance and
Design Guidelines by the end of 2005 and
Specific Plans as they are proposed; ongoing implementation with development proposals

Goal COS-7: Encourage energy conservation.
Policy COS-7.1: Participate in local, regional,
and State programs that promote energy conservation.

Implementation Plan COS-6.1.5 Expand Employment Opportunities in Seaside. Apply
the Implementation Plans contained in the
Land Use and Economic Development Elements that seek to expand employment opportunities in the community and improve
Seaside’s jobs/housing ratio. (See also Land
Use Implementation Plans 1.2.1, 1.2.2 and
1.2.3).

IMPLEMENTATION PLANS
Implementation Plan COS-7.1.1 Title 24
Construction Standards. Enforce State Title
24 building construction requirements and
apply standards that promote energy conservation.
Responsible Agency/Department: Community Development, Public Works, Development and Permit Services
Funding Source: General Fund, development fees
Time Frame: Ongoing

Responsible Agency/Department: Community Development
Funding Source: General Fund, State and
federal funds, development fees
Time Frame: Ongoing
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IMPLEMENTATION PLANS
Implementation Plan COS-7.1.2 Energy Conservation in Public Buildings. Implement
energy conservation measures in public buildings through the following actions:

Implementation Plan COS-7.2.1 Energy Conservation Education. Encourage utility companies to provide informational literature
about energy conservation at City offices, the
Permit Center, and libraries.

Ø Promote energy efficient buildings

and site design for all new public
buildings during the site development
permit process; and
Ø Install energy saving devices in new
public buildings and retrofit existing
public buildings.

Responsible Agency/Department: Community Development, Planning, utility companies
Funding Source: General Fund, utility companies
Time Frame: Ongoing

Responsible Agency/Department: Community Development, Public Works, Development and Permit Services
Funding Source: General Fund, development fees
Time Frame: Ongoing

PRESERVATION OF NIGHT SKIES
The protection of night skies in Monterey
County is important to astrological research
and to general viewing of the galaxy. Measures to reduce light pollution will also reduce
energy consumption. The City can participate
in preserving night skies.

Implementation Plan COS-7.1.3 Energy Efficient Building Design. Support building design that incorporates the principles of Sustainable Development, Transit Oriented Development and Environmentally Friendly
Building Design, including using “green”
building material and energy conservation
measures of the “Leadership in Energy and
Environmental Design (LEED) certification program.

Goal COS-8: Encourage exterior lighting
that preserves night skies.
Policy COS 8.1: Participate in local and regional efforts to reduce light pollution of night
skies.

Responsible Agency/Department: Community Development, Public Works, Development and Permit Services
Funding Source: General Fund, development fees
Time Frame: Ongoing

IMPLEMENTATION PLANS
Implementation Plan COS-8.1.1 Shielded
Street Lights. The City Shall continue to implement its policy to require that all new
street lights placed in the public right-of-way
be fully shielded.

Policy COS-7.2: Increase public awareness of
energy conservation measures and programs.
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Responsible Agency/Department: Public
Works, Community Development
Funding Source: General Fund, development fees
Time Frame: Ongoing
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Implementation Plan COS-8.1.2 Design
Guidelines for Exterior Light Sources. The
City shall develop design guidelines that require wherever possible that exterior light
sources be controlled and/or shielded to the
downward direction so as not to glare or be
directly visible beyond the limits of the parcel.
Responsible Agency/Department: Public
Works, Community Development
Funding Source: General Fund, development fees
Time Frame: Develop guidelines the end of
2005; ongoing implementation
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