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SAFETY ELEMENT
INTRODUCTION
Ø Seismically induced conditions in-

Natural events such as flooding, landslides
and earthquakes can endanger human life
and property, and the use, storage and transport of hazardous materials and other human
activities can impact community safety.
Community safety regulations and programs
can reduce the potential for loss of life, injuries and property damage associated with
natural and man-made hazards. The Safety
Element establishes goals, policies and a plan
to assure that there is an adequate coordinated and expedient response to safety concerns.

Ø
Ø
Ø
Ø
Ø

PURPOSE OF THE SAFETY ELEMENT

cluding ground shaking, surface
rupture, ground failure, tsunami
and seiche;
Slope instability leading to mudslides and landslides;
Subsidence and other geologic
hazards;
Flooding;
Wildland and urban fires; and
Evacuation routes, water supply
requirements and design standards for new development as
they relate to identified fire seismic and geologic hazards.

State law also permits communities to add
safety issues to this list. Due to potential
safety concerns with the use, storage and
transport of hazardous materials in the City,
hazardous materials are also discussed in this
Element.

The purpose of the Safety Element is to identify and address those features or characteristics existing in or near Seaside that represent
a potential hazard to the citizens, structures,
and infrastructure in the community. The
Safety Element establishes policies to minimize the danger to residents, workers and
visitors and to identify actions needed to
manage crises such as earthquakes, fires and
floods. The Safety Element contains specific
policies and programs to regulate existing and
proposed development in hazard-prone areas.
Emergency preparedness and evacuation
routes are also addressed.

RELATED PLANS AND PROGRAMS

SCOPE AND CONTENT OF THE SAFETY
ELEMENT

California Environmental
(CEQA) and Guidelines

The Safety Element satisfies the requirements
of State planning law and is a mandated component of the General Plan. Government
Code section 65302(g) sets forth a list of hazards that the Element must cover if they pertain to conditions in the City. These hazards
are:

The California Environmental Quality Act
(CEQA) was adopted by the state legislature
in response to a public mandate for a thorough environmental analysis of projects that
might adversely affect the environment.
Safety hazards are recognized as environmental impacts under CEQA. The provisions
of the law and environmental review proce-
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There are a number of existing plans and programs that directly relate to the goals of the
Safety Element. These plans and programs
have been enacted through state and local
legislation and are administered by agencies
with powers to enforce state and local laws.
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dures are described in the CEQA Statutes and
the CEQA Guidelines. Implementation of
CEQA ensures that City officials and the general public will be informed about impacts
associated with public and private development projects and ways to reduce or avoid
such impacts.

decisions regarding building, grading and development permits.
National Flood Insurance Program (NFIP)
Seaside participates in the National Flood Insurance Program (NFIP), which is administered by the Federal Emergency Management
Agency (FEMA). The NFIP provides federal
flood insurance and federally financed loans
for property owners in flood prone areas. To
qualify for federal flood insurance, the City
must identify flood hazard areas and implement a system of protective controls. The
Safety Element fulfills these requirements.

Seismic Hazards Mapping Act
Pursuant to the Seismic Hazards Mapping
Act, the state Geologist compiles maps identifying seismic hazard zones. Development in
seismic hazard areas is subject to policies and
criteria established by the State Mining and
Geology Board. Approval of development on
a site within a seismic hazard area requires
the preparation of a geotechnical report and
local agency consideration of the policies and
criteria set forth by the State Mining and Geology Board (Public Resources Code Section
2690 et. seq.).

City of Seaside Codes
The City has adopted the most recent Uniform Building Code, Uniform Mechanical
Code, Uniform Fire Code and the National
Electric Code, which contain structural requirements for existing and new buildings.
The codes are designed to ensure structural
integrity during seismic and other hazardous
events, prevent injury, loss of life, and substantial property damage. To protect safety,
planned development in Seaside is subject to
these structural codes.

Alquist-Priolo Earthquake Fault Zoning Act
The Alquist-Priolo Earthquake Fault Zoning
Act requires the State Geologist to identify
earthquake fault zones along traces of both
recently and potentially active major faults.
Cities and counties that contain such zones,
must inform the public regarding the location
of these zones. Proposed development plans
within these earthquake fault zones, which
are usually one-quarter mile or less in width,
must be accompanied by a geotechnical report prepared by a qualified geologist describing the likelihood of surface rupture.

RELATIONSHIP TO OTHER GENERAL PLAN
ELEMENTS
The Safety Element must be consistent with
the other General Plan elements. All elements of the General Plan are interrelated to
a degree, and certain goals and policies of
each element may also address issues that are
the primary subjects of other elements. The
integration of overlapping issues throughout
the General Plan elements provides a strong
basis for implementation plans and programs,
and achievement of community goals.

Landslide Hazard Identification Program
The Landslide Hazard Identification Program
requires the State Geologist to prepare maps
of landslide hazards within urbanizing areas.
According to Public Resources Code Section
2687 (a), public agencies are encouraged to
use these maps for land use planning and for
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Policies and plans in the Safety Element are
designed to protect existing and planned land
uses identified in the Land Use Element from
safety hazards. Potential hazards are identified in the Safety Element, and action programs are established to avoid or mitigate
safety impacts from planned development.
Concurrently, the Land Use Element contains
policies to ensure that environmental conditions, including hazards, are considered in all
land use decisions.
The distribution of residential and other sensitive land uses on the Land Use Policy Map is
designed to avoid areas where hazardous
conditions have been identified.
Evacuation routes, which utilize the circulation system, are also described in the Safety
Element. The provision of viable evacuation
routes within the City is inextricably linked to
the existing and planned circulation system
within the Circulation Element.

Seaside General Plan
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PLAN
Like all communities, natural conditions and
human activities occur in Seaside that effect
the quality of life and safety of its residents.
Reducing the risks associated with natural
hazards and human activities, as well as being
prepared for emergency situations, is essential
for creating an attractive and healthy environment. Public health and private property
is protected through proper prevention and
emergency preparedness planning.

areas of the City, creating the older cemented
sandstone layers and younger loose sandy
soils common throughout the area. More
recently, high dunes have developed along
the coast as coastal beach and dune deposits.
The soils in the City are generally characterized as medium-grained sand of low to moderate organic matter content. The soils are
highly erodible in areas of steeper slopes and
cemented subsoil horizons, generally low in
fertility and water holding capacity, and excessively well drained. Although there are
some minor inclusions of other soils, most of
the soils within the City are represented in
seven soil series. These include Oceano,
Baywood, Santa Ynez, Arnold, Antioch, San
Andreas, and Diablo. Additionally, the soils
belong to three general classifications: Costal
beaches, Dune land, and Xerorthents.

The goals and policies of the previous section
establish a broad agenda to safeguard community health from natural and human activity
hazards, and prepare the community for
emergency situations. This section of the
Safety Element identifies the City’s approach
for reducing potential hazards from natural
conditions and human activities. Geologic
conditions and seismic activity as well as
flooding, water waves, and fires are natural
hazards in Seaside. Human activity hazards
include: a) air pollution; b) the use, storage
and transport of hazardous materials; and c)
crime prevention. This plan also addresses
how the City will prepare to effectively respond to emergency situations.

Erosion
Severe coastal erosion is a natural process
that has been occurring for several thousand
years at Monterey Bay. The erosion is caused
by postglacial sea level rise, wave patterns,
and geomorphic structure of Monterey Bay.
The erosion rate has accelerated in this century from about 1.5 feet per year up to more
than 7 feet per year. This increase has resulted from reduced sediment supply, sand
mining along the coast, sediment trapping in
reservoirs in the Salinas River watershed, and
loss of vegetation in shoreline dunes.

NATURAL HAZARDS
Natural hazards addressed in the Safety Plan
includes geologic conditions, seismic activity,
flooding, seismically-induced water waves,
and fire.

Wind erosion mostly affects Dune land,
Oceano, and Baywood soils. Wind and water
erosion can affect Arnold soil if vegetation is
removed or the ground surface is disturbed.
Sand blown from exposed soils damages existing and replanted vegetation and accumulates in other areas, where it must be removed.

Geologic Hazards
Most soils present in Seaside were formed by
deposition of sand during the rising and falling
sea levels associated with the ice ages of the
mid- and late-Pleistocene Epoch. Nearly 200
feet of sand has been deposited in certain
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Five of the soil groups in Seaside are highly
susceptible to water erosion: Santa Ynez,
Arnold, San Andreas, Diablo, and Xerorthents
soils. The natural rate of erosion on these
soils is accelerated by disturbances in soils,
such as road cuts. Erosion results in gullying,
channel incisions, landslides, and sedimentation in wetlands or stream channels
downslope from erosion sites.

high shrink-swell potential contain clay minerals that expand when wet and shrink when
the moisture content is reduced. These soils
have low-strength properties as well. High
shrink-swell potential in soils typically causes
seasonal uplifting of roads and foundations
that result in cracking. Clay soils, such as
Diablo and Santa Ynez, have limitations
caused by both low-strength and shrink-swell
potential.

Soils Limitations
Extensive areas in the southeastern portion of
the City have slopes in excess of 30 percent.
Certain areas have slopes approaching vertical. Development is limited in these areas
because of the severe erosion and landslide
hazard that exists.

Certain soils within the City have limitations
for engineering and construction purposes.
These limitations are associated with piping,
low-strength, and shrink-swell potential.
Piping is caused by concentrated flows of water or natural infiltration. Soils with high piping potential are unconsolidated sands with
very little organic or clay binders. Unconsolidated soils have large pore spaces between
the soil particles. When water flows through
large pores, sand particles are washed away.
This enlarges pores further until they coalesce
and form a continuous pipe-like passage. The
flow rate accelerates and causes sand particles to break away and the pipe to enlarge.
Large amounts of soil material can be washed
away below the soil surface without being
detected until the surface collapses. Most of
the City soils have a high piping potential, and
special consideration must be given to this
soil hazard when developing these areas
within Seaside.

To reduce the risks to people and property
from geologic hazards, the City requires
compliance with the most recent building and
construction codes. During the review of development proposals, the applicant must investigate and mitigate geologic and seismic
hazards, or proposed development must be
located away from such hazards.
Seismic Activity
On average, a damaging earthquake strikes
somewhere in California every two years.
The Monterey Peninsula, including Seaside, is
located in a seismically active area. The regional faults include the San Andreas and its
eastern branches including the Monterey Bay
Fault Zone and its onland extensions, the
Chupines and Navy Faults, the San GregorioPalo Colorado Fault Zone, the King City-RelizRinconada Fault, and the Zayante-Vergeles
Fault. All of these faults are considered active
or potentially active. Scientists estimate that
large earthquakes on the San Andreas occur
about every 130 years. Figure S-1 shows the
location of the faults.

Soils with low strength lack adequate cohesion between the soil particles to support the
weight of the soil. Sandy soils typically have
low strength because of the lack of organic or
clay materials to bind the grains together.
When the moisture is added to the soil, the
weight may exceed the cohesive bonds. Lowstrength soils typically fail on cut and fill banks
that are excessively steep. Sandy soils, such
as Baywood, Oceano, and Dune land, may be
subject to low-strength conditions. Soils with
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Residents and property in Seaside are subject
to risks from the hazards associated with
earthquakes. Seismic activity poses two types
of hazards: primary and secondary. Primary
hazards include ground rupture, ground shaking, ground displacement and subsidence and
uplift from earth movement. Primary hazards
can induce secondary hazards including
ground failure (lurch cracking, lateral spreading, and slope failure), liquefaction, water
waves (tsunamis and seiches), movement on
nearby faults (sympathetic fault movement),
dam failure, and fires. Potential seismic hazards affecting Seaside proper include ground
shaking, ground rupture, and ground failure,
including liquefaction and lateral spreading.
Most of the City is subject to moderately high
ground shaking, although some areas are subject to higher potential. The coastal beach
areas have a very high ground-shaking potential.

Roberts Lake and Laguna Grande within the
City.
In order to reduce the risks to people and
property from hazards related to seismic activity, the City requires investigation and mitigation of potential seismic hazards during the
review of development proposals or location
of proposed development away from such
hazards.
Flooding
The Monterey County Water Resources
Agency (MCWRA) provides flood control services to the City. The areas surrounding Roberts Lake and Laguna Grande are located
within Zone “A” 100-year flood plain, as defined by Federal Emergency Management
Agency. The rest of the City is located within
a Zone “B,” therefore subject to inundation
by a 100- to 500-year flood event. Figure S-2
depicts the flood zones within the City.

Seismologists believe that a major earthquake,
magnitude 7 or larger, is likely to occur somewhere in the San Francisco Bay area within
the next 30 years. Expected ground shaking
for the Monterey Bay region either from a 7
or 8 magnitude earthquake in the San Francisco or Monterey Bay areas would have significant implications for Seaside. The City implements the most recent Building Codes and
requires the review of potential seismic
impacts during the environmental review
process.

Areas within Flood Zone “A” are generally
not developable given their location within
the drainage corridors of the Roberts Lake or
Laguna Grande Park. Areas that are planned
for development within the Zone “A,” will
have to construct structures above the maximum flood elevation.
The City strives to protect the community
from flooding hazards by providing and maintaining adequate flood control facilities. Additionally, the City requires developers to provide flood control systems in new development areas that mitigate potential on-site
flooding hazards and also avoid increasing
flood hazards elsewhere.

Tsunamis and Seiches
Great earthquakes occurring around the Pacific Ocean can generate seismic sea waves,
called tsunamis, which can cause damage
along the California coast. Much of the City
of Seaside lies approximately 2,000 feet
inland from the coastline, which should provide sufficient distance and protection from
tsunamis. Additionally, water waves called
seiches, generated by seismic ground-shaking,
could occur in the City due to the location of
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Legend
Seaside City Boundary
Potentially Active Seismic Fault Lines
Source: Monterey County Seismic Safety Element,
Oct. 1981 (Burkland & Associates., 1975);
EIS Baseline Studies (U.S. Army Corp of Engineers,
Sacremento Dist., 1992);
Geological Hazards Study (John Kingsley, 1994;
Preliminary Geological Hazards Investigation
(Weber & Associates, 1992).
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Fire

Ø
Ø
Ø
Ø
Ø
Ø
Ø

Seaside is subject to both wildland fires and
structural fires. The undeveloped areas in the
northern and eastern portions of the City are
highly prone to wildland fires as shown in
Figure S-3. These areas contain grassland
with many steeper areas with brushland and
wooded slopes. The State of California Department of Forestry rates these areas in Monterey County as extreme wildfires hazard areas based on slope characteristics, climate,
fuel loading, and water availability. These areas could create safety hazards for residents
within the community.

Human Activity Hazards
Human activity hazards addressed below focus on the use, storage and transport of hazardous materials.
Crime prevention and
emergency preparedness are discussed separately following this section.

The City is served by a single fire station located at Yosemite and Broadway. The Department responds to fires, medical emergencies, rescues, and services calls under a 24hour a day operation. The Department responds to 2,000 to 2,400 emergency calls
annually, of which approximately 65 percent
are medical in nature. The Fire Department
has established the objective to respond to all
calls within five minutes. To achieve this objective, the Fire Department strives to maintain a standard of 1.0 firefighters per 1,000
population.

Hazardous Materials
Hazardous materials exist in every community. The Fire Department Hazardous Materials program provides for a staffed emergency
response Hazardous Materials Team that provides mutual aid responses to the coastal area
of Monterey County from the Santa Cruz
County line to the north to the San Luis
Obispo County line to the south. The City of
Seaside Fire Department, Hazardous Materials Team has the coastal emergency hazardous materials response responsibility for Monterey County and Salinas has the inland
emergency hazardous materials response responsibility for Monterey County Both teams
work in concert when needed and respond in
a three county area on a mutual aid basis,
also serving the counties of Santa Cruz and
San Benito.

The Fire Department administration plans for
growth and operations of the fire department
to meet the needs of a diverse and ever
changing community. The Department has a
fire prevention program that, under the direction of the Fire Marshal, conducts checks of
plans for new construction and renovations of
structures. Under the Uniform Fire Code and
Uniform Building Code, plans are reviewed by
the Seaside Planning Division, the Building
Inspection Division, the Seaside Fire Department, and other applicable agencies prior to a
building permit being granted. The Fire Department has an ISO rating of class 4.

The City of Seaside cooperates with responsible federal, state, and county agencies to
minimize risk from the use and transportation
of hazardous materials through the community. Additionally, the City plans to reduce
per capita production of household hazardous waste in concert with County of Monterey plans and participates in local and regional programs that facilitate the proper disposal of household hazardous waste.

The following are components of the City of
Seaside Fire Department Budgeted programs:

Seaside General Plan

Administration
Fire Prevention
Training Operations
Public Education and Relations
Reserve Firefighters
Hazardous Materials
Emergency Services
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EMERGENCY PREPAREDNESS

Seaside has unique hazards associated with
the former use of northern and eastern Seaside as a U.S. Army base. Areas of northern
and eastern Seaside contain unexploded ordnance and hazardous materials associated
with these past military activities (Figures S-4
and S-5). Ford Ord was added to the “Superfund” National Priorities List of Hazardous
Waste Sites. The City cooperates with the
federal government to obtain Superfund monies and implement Superfund clean-up activities to eliminate the environmental hazards
associated with past military activities. Cleanup of these Superfund sites is anticipated to
take 15 years to complete. Prior to the completion of the clean-up activities, development
and other activities in these areas will be limited.

Local emergency preparedness plans serve as
extensions of the California Emergency Plan
and the Emergency Resource Management
Plan. The purpose of the City’s Emergency
Preparedness Plan is to respond to emergency situation with a coordinated system of
emergency service providers and facilities.
The Emergency Preparedness Plan identifies
resources available for emergency response
and establishes action plans for specific
emergency situations and disasters including
earthquakes, fires, major rail and roadway accidents, flooding, hazardous materials incidents and civil disturbance. This plan is maintained and updated as necessary to reflect the
current circulation system and current facilities.

CRIME PREVENTION

As part of the Emergency Preparedness Plan,
the City supports a high level of multijurisdictional cooperation and communication
for emergency planning and response management. In order for emergency response
and planning to be effective, vital facilities
such as hospitals, fire stations, and communication centers must be functional during disasters. Figure S-6 shows the evacuation
routes from the City.

The residents, businesses, and visitors of Seaside may be occasionally exposed to criminal
activity. Burglary, auto theft, and assault are
the most frequent crimes in Seaside. The frequency of violent crimes such as homicide,
rape and robbery is low. Protecting citizens
and businesses from criminal activity is a priority in Seaside. Crime prevention techniques
include substantive levels of police protection
and educating the public about methods to
reduce criminal activity.

Educating City staff, residents, and businesses
about potential disasters and the Emergency
Preparedness Plan increases the effectiveness
of response efforts. A public educated in
emergency preparedness is more likely to
know how to prevent injury and property
damage during and after emergency episodes.

The Seaside Police Department, located at
440 Harcourt Avenue, provides police protection to the City. The City ensures that staffing
levels correspond to the City’s population and
needs. The Seaside Police Department has a
contingent of 42 sworn officers and 12 nonsworn full time employees. The current response area of the Police Department is 8.89
square miles. The department responded to
52,490 calls for service last year, filing about
27,000 reports and making about 1,200 arrests.

Seaside General Plan
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SAFETY ELEMENT
GOALS, POLICIES, AND
IMPLEMENTATION PLANS
IMPLEMENTATION PLANS

This section of the Safety Element contains
goals, policies, and implementation plans to
address the following issues: 1) protecting
residents and property from natural hazards;
2) reducing hazards associated with human
activities; 3) actively preventing crime; and 4)
providing effective emergency response.

Implementation Plan S-1.1.1: CEQA. Assess
development proposals for potential seismic
and geologic hazards pursuant to the California Environmental Quality Act (CEQA). Require studies of soil and geologic conditions
by state licensed Engineering Geologists and
Civil Engineers where appropriate. When potential geologic impacts are identified, require
project applicants to mitigate the impacts per
the recommendations contained within the
soil and geologic studies. If substantial geologic/seismic hazards cannot be mitigated,
require the development to be relocated or
redesigned to avoid the significant hazards.

NATURAL HAZARDS
Seaside is located in a seismically active region and is subject to several types of natural
hazards associated with seismic activity including: groundshaking, ground rupture, liquefaction, and lateral spreading. Due to its
proximity to the coast and the location of
Roberts Lake and Laguna Grande within the
community, Seaside is also subject to tsunamis and seiches, and a significant portion of
the community is located within a either a
100-year or 500-year floodplain. Although
much of Seaside is developed, a significant
portion of the northern and eastern portions
of the community may also be faced with
wildfire and erosion hazards. The risk of exposure to these natural hazards can be reduced through appropriate land use planning,
development engineering, and building construction practices.

Responsible Agency/Department: Community Development, Public Works, Engineering
Funding: developer fees
Time Frame: Ongoing
Implementation Plan S-1.1.2: Building
Codes. As new versions of building and construction codes are released, adopt and enforce the most recent codes. Specifically, to
minimize damage from earthquakes and
other geologic activity, implement the most
recent State and seismic requirements for
structural design of new development and
redevelopment.

Goal S-1: Reduce the risks to people and
property from hazards related to seismic activity, flooding, geologic conditions, and
wildfires.

Responsible Agency/Department: Community Development, Code Enforcement
Funding: developer fees
Time Frame: Ongoing

Policy S-1.1: Reduce the risk of impacts from
and seismic and geologic hazards.

Policy S-1.2: Protect the community from
flooding hazards.

Seaside General Plan
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IMPLEMENTATION PLANS

Responsible Agency/Department: Public
Works, Community Development
Funding Source: General Fund, developer
fees, user fees
Time Frame: Ongoing

Implementation Plan S-1.2.1: Project Flood
Control. Require developers to provide flood
control systems in new development areas
that mitigate potential on-site flooding hazards and also avoid increasing flood hazards
elsewhere.

Policy S-1.3: Reduce the risk of wildfire hazards in the community.

Responsible Agency/Department: Community Development, Public Works, Engineering
Funding: developer fees
Time Frame: Ongoing

IMPLEMENTATION PLANS
Implementation Plan S-1.3.1: Fuel Modification. Work with the U.S. Army, private property owners, and adjacent jurisdictions to
maintain fire retardant landscaping and buffer
zones in areas of high wildfire risk.

Implementation Plan S-1.2.2: NFIP.
Continue to participate in the National Flood Insurance Program (NFIP).

Responsible Agency/Department: Community Development, Fire, U.S. Army
Funding Source: General Fund, developer
fees
Time Frame: Ongoing

Responsible Agency/Department: Community Development, Public Works, Engineering
Funding: General fund, NFIP
Time Frame: Ongoing

Implementation Plan S-1.3.2: Fire Prevention. Promote fire prevention in Seaside by:

Implementation Plan S-1.2.3: Emergency
Evacuation.
In accordance with Section
8589.5 of the California Government Code,
maintain emergency procedures for the
evacuation and control of population within
identified floodplain areas.
Responsible Agency/Department:
munity Development, Police, Fire
Funding: General fund
Time Frame: Ongoing

Ø Working closely with the Seaside Fire

Ø

Com-

Ø

Implementation Plan S-1.2.4: Storm Drainage Master Plan. Continue to implement and
update the City's Sewer and Drainage Master
Plan as necessary and provide data to the
Marina Coast Water District during development and implementation of the MCWD
Wastewater Collection System Master Plan
and Sewer System Management Plan.

Seaside General Plan

Ø

Ø

Department to implement fire hazard
education and fire prevention programs;
Coordinating with water districts and
the Seaside Fire Department to ensure
that water pressure for existing developed areas and sites to be developed
is adequate for fire fighting purposes;
Conform to Fire Department requirements for individual projects;
Adopting and implementing the most
recent Uniform Fire Code provisions
and appropriate amendments; and
Continuing to require sprinklers in
new buildings.

Responsible Agency/Department: Seaside
Fire Department, water districts
Funding Source: General Fund, developer
fees, user fees
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IMPLEMENTATION PLANS

Time Frame: Ongoing

Implementation Plan S-2.2.1: Hazardous
Materials Minimize public health risks and
environmental risks from the use, transport,
storage, and disposal of hazardous materials
by:

HUMAN ACTIVITY HAZARDS
Seaside is subject to many of the same human-related hazardous conditions (e.g., aircraft overflight, use of cars and other gasoline
powered vehicles, use of hazardous or toxic
materials, and the use of combustibles) that
are encountered in any community. Additional hazards, such as unexploded ordnance
and hazardous materials associated with past
military activities are also present in the
community; portions of Seaside are identified
as a Superfund National Priority Hazardous
Waste Site. The risk of exposure to these
hazards can be reduced to acceptable levels
through proper planning and emergency preparedness.

Ø Cooperating with federal, State, and

Ø

Ø

Goal S-2: Protect the community from public safety hazards related to human activities.
Ø

Policy S-2.1: Reduce the risks posed by air
pollution.

Ø

IMPLEMENTATION PLANS
Implementation Plan S-2.1.1: Land Use and
Transportation Planning. Work with responsible federal, state and county agencies to
implement land uses and transportation programs that decrease air pollution emissions
occurring within the air basin.

Responsible Agency/Department: County
of Monterey Environmental Health Division,
Seaside Fire Department, California Department of Transportation
Funding Source: General Fund
Time Frame: Ongoing

Responsible Agency/Department: Community Development, County of Monterey,
AMBAG, MBUAPCD, MST
Funding: General fund, State and federal
funds

Implementation Plan S-2.2.2: Superfund
Cooperate with the federal government to
obtain Superfund monies and implement
Superfund clean-up activities to eliminate the

Policy S-2.2: Minimize the risk to the community associated with hazardous materials.

Seaside General Plan

County agencies to effectively regulate the management of hazardous
materials and hazardous waste, especially on the former Fort Ord;
Cooperating with the County of Monterey to reduce the per capita production of household hazardous waste in
accordance with the County Hazardous Waste Management Plan;
Identifying roadway transportation
routes for conveyance of hazardous
materials (the City does not exercise
jurisdiction over transportation of
freight along railroad right-of-way or
state highways);
Implementing a Multihazard Emergency Plan for accidents involving
hazardous materials; and
Cooperating with the Certified Unified
Program Agency (CUPA) for Seaside
(the County of Monterey, Environmental Health Division) and the Seaside Fire Department to administer
Risk Management Plans for businesses
within the City.
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environmental hazards associated with past
military activities at the former Fort Ord.

Time Frame: Ongoing
Implementation Plan S-2.3.2: Minimize Aircraft Accidents. Minimize the potential for
accidents related to aircraft operation by coordinating with the Monterey County Airport
Land Use Commission (ALUC) to review development proposals for compatibility with
the Monterey Peninsula Airport Master Plan,
Monterey County Airport Land Use Plan, and
California Airport Land Use Planning Handbook for comprehensive airport land use
planning.

Responsible Agency/Department: County
of Monterey Environmental Health Division,
Seaside Fire Department, federal government
Funding Source: General Fund
Time Frame: Ongoing; cleanup anticipated
to be complete by approximately 2015
Implementation Plan S-2.2.3: Project Mitigation. Protect the community from hazards
related to hazardous materials by requiring
feasible mitigation to be incorporated into
new discretionary development and redevelopment proposals to address hazardous materials impacts associated with those proposals.

Responsible Agency/Department: Community Development, Development and
Permit Services, Monterey County ALUC,
Monterey Peninsula Airport
Funding Source: General Fund
Time Frame: Ongoing

Responsible Agency/Department: Community Development, Fire Department
Funding Source: General Fund
Time Frame: Ongoing in response to development proposals

CRIME PREVENTION
Occasionally, residents, businesses and visitors to Seaside may be exposed to criminal
activity. Creating and maintaining a safe environment requires not only traditional policing
activities, but also programs that address the
source of criminal activity. The risk of exposure to criminal activity can be reduced
through proper planning, education, and the
proper design and use of the built environment. Reducing the incidence of crime can
lead to a reduction in fear, improve the quality of life, and create a sense of community.

Policy S-2.3: Reduce the risks associated with
transportation activities, such as aircraft overflight, rail, and roadway systems.
IMPLEMENTATION PLANS
Implementation Plan S-2.3.1: Minimize
Transportation Accidents. Minimize the potential for accidents involving railways, automobiles, pedestrians and cyclists by working
closely with the Seaside Police Department,
Monterey/Salinas Transit (MST), Union Pacific
Railroad, and the California Highway Patrol to
identify safety problems and implement corrective measures.

Goal S-3: Protect people and property from
criminal activity.
Policy S-3.1: Cooperate with local, state, and
federal law enforcement agencies to reduce
the risk of criminal activity.

Responsible Agency/Department: Public
Works, Seaside Police Department, MST,
Union Pacific Railroad, California Highway
Patrol
Funding Source: General Fund

Seaside General Plan
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IMPLEMENTATION PLANS

Recreation and Community
Funding: General fund, developer fees,
user fees, volunteering
Time Frame: Ongoing

Implementation Plan S-3.1.1: Level of Service. During the budget process, ensure that
adequate Police Department facilities and
personnel are provided to meet adopted level
of service standards.
Responsible Agency/Department:
City
Manager, Police
Funding: General fund
Time Frame: Annually

Policy S-3.3: Encourage site design and planning techniques that reduce the potential for
criminal activity to occur.

Implementation Plan S-3.1.2: Public Awareness. Hold public education seminars that
improve public awareness of both the responsiveness of local law enforcement and
ways to reduce criminal activity.

Implementation Plan S-3.3.1: Police Department Consultation. Consult with the Police Department during the project review
process, ensure that the new development
and redevelopment projects include design
techniques and site planning aimed at reducing criminal activity.

IMPLEMENTATION PLANS

Responsible Agency/Department: Police,
school districts, Recreation and Community
Funding: General fund
Time Frame: Ongoing

Responsible Agency/Department: Police,
Community Development
Funding: General fund, developer fees
Time Frame: Ongoing

Policy S-3.2: Encourage increased community involvement as a way to reduce criminal
activity.

Implementation Plan S-3.3.2: Crime Prevention
Through
Environmental
Design
(CPTED). Ensure that public and private projects provide and maintain adequate street
and property lighting to protect public health
and safety.

IMPLEMENTATION PLANS
Implementation Plan S-3.2.1: Neighborhood
Safety Programs. Promote after school programs, volunteer programs, and Business and
Neighborhood Watch programs to help maintain a safe environment.

Responsible Agency/Department: Police,
Community Development, Code Enforcement
Funding: General fund, developer fees,
Time Frame: Ongoing

Responsible Agency/Department: Police,
volunteer programs, school districts
Funding: General fund, volunteering
Time Frame: Ongoing

EMERGENCY PREPAREDNESS

Implementation Plan S-3.2.2: Youth Crime.
Encourage the development and operation of
community and recreational facilities as a preemptive strategy to reduce youth-related
crime.
Responsible Agency/Department:

Seaside General Plan

Major emergencies occur periodically in all
communities. Timely and coordinated action
by agencies charged with responsibilities in
the event of a disaster is essential to minimize
the disruption, person injury, and property
damage associated with such events.

Police,

S-19

August 2004

SAFETY ELEMENT

Goal S-4: Provide effective emergency response following a natural or human-caused
disaster.

Responsible Agency/Department: Community Development, Police Department,
Fire Department, public and private medical
facilities
Funding Source: General Fund, state and
federal funds, private funds
Time Frame: Ongoing in response to development proposals

Policy S-4.1: Implement coordinated emergency response planning.
IMPLEMENTATION PLANS
Implementation Plan S-4.1.1: Emergency
Preparedness Plan. Use a regularly updated
Emergency Preparedness Plan for disaster
planning and guidance in responding to
emergencies. Annually review and update
the Emergency Preparedness Plan under the
provision of the State Emergency Management System format to maximize the efforts
of emergency service providers (e.g., fire,
medical, and law enforcement) and minimize
human suffering and property damage during
disasters. Provide annual practice sessions to
the City.
Support high-level multijurisdictional cooperation and communication
for emergency planning and management.
Solicit private individuals and organizations to
enhance service provider communications
and response with cellular telephones, ham
radios, AM/FM radio, and cable television.

Policy S-4.2: Educate City staff, residents, and
businesses regarding appropriate actions to
take during an emergency.
IMPLEMENTATION PLANS
Implementation Plan S-4.2.1: Emergency Response Training Sessions. Hold annual training sessions for staff and the public to educate all residents and businesses about emergency response procedures, evacuation
routes, and location of critical facilities.
Responsible Agency/Department: Fire Department, Federal Emergency Management
Agency (FEMA), American Red Cross, Monterey County Office of Emergency Services
Funding Source: General Fund, state and
federal funds, private funds
Time Frame: Annually

Responsible Agency/Department: Community Development, Police Department,
Fire Department, public and private medical
facilities, Monterey County Emergency
Communications, Monterey County Mobile
Emergency Coordination Unit, Federal
Emergency Management Agency (FEMA),
American Red Cross, Monterey County Office of Emergency Services
Funding Source: General Fund, state and
federal funds, private funds
Time Frame: Ongoing
Implementation Plan S-4.1.2: Critical Facilities. Regulate location of critical facilities to
ensure their continued functioning following a
disaster.

Seaside General Plan
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